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Office of Councilmember Marion Barry

Keith Andrew Perry, Chief of Staff
October 16, 2007

Dear Mr. Jaffe:

Like many Washingtonians I had the misfortune of reading your column in The Examiner last Friday morning.  It might have been considered mildly entertaining, were it not for the fact that it was so replete with errors, innuendos and out right lies.  As a result of the factual inaccuracies and mean spirited tone, the column was nothing short of sad, inhumane and insensitive.  It was a cheap shot and in poor taste.
As a columnist, you have a responsibility to hold to certain journalistic standards relating to the truth or falsity of a subject. You have failed miserably in that regard. 

Let me correct the record.  

· Mayor Barry plead guilty to one count of failure to pay his taxes and is now paying the price.  He is currently serving three years probation and paying $3,000 per month in back taxes.  
· The watches and cufflinks were accumulated in the form of personal purchases and gifts from friends over a 20 year time frame, a time frame not covered by the tax case.  

· During his career in public life, the Councilmember has prepared and submitted Financial Disclosure forms in a timely manner on all gifts subject to the Financial Disclosure law.  As personal purchases or gifts from personal friends, not connected with his position as Mayor or Councilmember, the watches and cufflinks at issue here were not subject to the disclosure law.

· The police report was completed by the police and not Councilmember Barry.  The police calculated the value of the stolen items, not Councilmember Barry.  At no point did he represent that the watches and cufflinks in question were obtained only during the relevant period of the tax case.
· Mayor Barry has never indicated a desire to and has no intention of filing an insurance claim in this matter.
I resent the tone of the column primarily because it led the reader to believe that the Councilmember was trying to collect insurance for something that did not exist or was of less value than represented.  Mayor Barry is probably one of the most photographed persons in the modern history of the District of Columbia and many of the watches and cufflinks in question can be easily identified in many of these photographs.  Most people know of Mr. Barry‘s penchant for fine watches and cufflinks; it is in fact one of the distinguishing feature’s of his wardrobe over the last 30 years.  Your column simply seeks to re-write history for a new audience, not familiar with Mr. Barry’s history.
Won’t you at long last stop the Barry bashing that you have engaged in for the past 20 years?  Don’t you have other things to write about?  Don’t you have something better to do with your time?  Besides, it’s not as if you have been successful in your efforts to discredit him or destroy his career.  He is still standing because people can and do read the cynical and small minded invective offered by you and  your cohorts in the stop Barry crowd, as the flawed emotional wailings of people who are frustrated at their relative impotence and irrelevance in the public square.

Most of all, your column was bad form.  To celebrate someone’s misfortune, even one who you so obviously abhor is tawdry and unseemly for a columnist for an unproven newspaper, which is struggling for journalistic legitimacy in a tough media market such as Washington, D.C.
Some misguided reporters over the years have erred on the side of trying to score a quick rhetorical victory against Mayor Marion Barry and have in return forfeited for their papers, all journalistic access to him. As a result of your efforts, this is now the fate of the Examiner.  Until a retraction and suitable apology is printed in your paper, the reporters for the Examiner will now suffer for your miscalculation and will be denied access to the Councilmember. Messers Phelps, Smith and Hedges should have known better than to print your rude little column and I urge them to do better in the future.

Sincerely,

Keith Andrew Perry, Esq.
Chief of Staff

Former Mayor Marion Barry 
Councilmember Ward 8
Cc: 
Michael Phelps, President and Publisher-The Examiner

Stephen G. Smith, Executive Editor-The Examiner

Michael Hedges, Managing Editor-The Examiner
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